Elephant's  Eggg. 
At  the  last  fair  at  Tarasoon,  France,th  ere  were  of  course 
assembled  a  troupe  of  gymnasts,  jugglers,  acrobats,  and 
a  multitude  of  menageries,  in  one  of  which  was  an 
Asiatic  elephant  remarkable  tor  the-  Inrgenos  of  hi? 
ears.    His  owner  called  him  Kiouki  II. 

Among  the  acrobatic  troupe  was  a  maker  of  red 
balloons,  recently  so  popular  n:  England  and  America. 
He  traveled  with  the  show,  and  seduced  a  couple  of 
sous  from  the  pockGts  of  many  a  patron  of  it  by  selling 

A  countryman     <tuj.p-;d  r.no  day  before  the  tne- 

of  the  elephant,  paid  his  money  to  see  him.  Astonished 

"Does  that  beast  bring  forth  young,  or  lay  eggs  •" 
"Without    a  moment's  hesitation,   the  mountebank 


"He  Jaya  eggs." 
('I  thought  so." 

"And  if  you  wish  one,  to  afford  you  the  hnppinc-  oi 
possessing  under  your  own  roof  an  individual  of  his 
species,  for  a  franc  I  will  guarantee  that,  you  shall  carry 
home  what  no  one  else  in  the  country  possesses.1' 

The  greenhorn  did  not  hesitate  to  offer  his  money, 
and  the  acrobat  presented  a  red  balloon. 

"Behold  the  egg  I  had  the  honor  to  promise  vou. 
It  is  one  franc  onl/ — and  'only  for  you,  because  the 
Jardin  des  PlanteS  at  Fans  buys  all  my  elephant's 
eggs  at  six  francs  apu  oe,  h-r  t!io  Adeline  expeditions, 
where  they  use  ali  tlie  eioplianie  they  can  find  for  the 
war  against  India.  I  ehoac  the  Ugh  teat  egg  I  could 
find  for  you,  that  you  might  not  wait  too  long  for  it  to 
batch.  Its  mother  having  already  set.  upon  it  many 
days,  it  will  suffice  you  to  wrap  it  up  in  wool  and  lay  it 
in  a  dry  place,  to  obtain,  without  expense  and  without 
effort,  the  magnificent  Asiatic  product  which  it  con- 


"Astonishing!  but  how  in  regard  to  suckling  him  ?'* 
"Easy  enough.    No  consequence  what  quadruped 
nourishes  him.    Lacking  a  cow,  a  sow,  or  even  a  goat, 
vou  f3.li  brin^  him  up  yourself  on  turtle  soup." 

The  countryman  departed,  charmed  with  his  prize, 
and  to    keep  it  as  .-at'.,-:y  as  possible,  wrapped  it  in  a 
blue  cotton  handkvif'tKcl  Avii'i.'li  ho  had  bought  at  the 
fair  foihiswife.  But .in  sj.ifo  ot  a!!  th^  care  of  which  the  | 
e<rg  that  bore  Kiouki  II.  was  the  object,  it  was  written  : 
in  the  Book  of  Destiny  that  its  proprietor  should  not  ; 
see  it  hatched  under  his  roof. 

Some  little  distance  from  the  village  where   our  } 
countryman  resided  runs  a  stream.    He  approached  it 
for  the  purpose  of  imbibing  the  clear  water.   For  the  l 
purpose  of  making  a  cup  with  his  bands,  he  deposited  i 
his  precious  burden  on  the  ground     He  drank  freely  of 
the  water,  then  rising,  turned  to  his  elephant's  egg. 
"He  looked  above  him,  sees  the  egg  rising  higher — 
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home   crestfallen.  His 
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"  What  did  you  say  wa 
pie  of  the  Telescope  ? ' 
makes  two  people  into  oi 
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